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Let us pray:  Holy One, inspire the understanding of your Word in each of us - as we listen to the 

scriptures, as I speak this sermon and as it is received.  Move our hearts and minds to hear what 

you are saying to the Church today and always.  And empower us to discover what we are to 

do as we go out of this place.  Amen. 

This week we are picking up not quite right after last week’s gospel reading, but close enough 

that we could say that we are still in the same theme.  Last week we talked about wealth – 

money, the power and privilege that is proportional to those who have it, and how we are 

called to: 

Awareness of how our privilege is disadvantaging anyone around us; 

Realization that our individual priorities and desires aren’t necessarily in line with what God 

wants for us or for the world; 

Acknowledgement that even our hard-earned, well-earned, self-earned wealth comes from 

God and belongs to God. 

And then the resulting actions we take from those things are based in compassion, grace, and 

abiding faith. 

Today, we hear a gospel lesson that follows up on that teaching.  Well, sort of, there’s a bit 

that’s skipped over about worry, which may be a little timely.  I would encourage you to go find 

it in a bible. I read that particular section a lot. Anyway, Jesus is telling the disciples to beware 

the temptation of wealth and the desire to accumulate Things. Don’t worry about the Things 

and let all the worry pile up on top of you. Focus on what God has done, is doing, and will 

continue to do. And then, “Do not be afraid, little flock….” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2015%3A1-6%3B%20Psalm%2033%3A12-22%3B%20Hebrews%2011%3A1-3%2C8-16%3B%20Luke%2012%3A32-40&version=NRSVUE;CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2015%3A1-6%3B%20Psalm%2033%3A12-22%3B%20Hebrews%2011%3A1-3%2C8-16%3B%20Luke%2012%3A32-40&version=NRSVUE;CEB
https://unsplash.com/@lazycreekimages?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/faith?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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I wonder if Jesus isn’t getting pointed about the human tendency to want to secure a future, in 

life and death.  And that maybe that drive to do it is based in fear.  And the sin of control.  

Being God in God’s place again. 

Giving ourselves fully over to the way that Jesus is calling us in these texts, the way that faith is 

guiding us is uneasy making. Humanity’s tendency to shore up wealth, power, privilege in order 

to secure individual lives, prioritizing one life over another, or even just trying to live in this world 

comes with a pile of Things: bills, worries, relationships, health, the general state of the world, 

politics, I could go on… 

Bruce Epperly says that an uneasy conscience invites us to make space for intentionality, self-

awareness, and mindfulness. It invites us into “reflection on what is truly important in the course 

of a day and a lifetime.” (Bruce Epperly, The Adventurous Lectionary) 

I wonder if what is sometimes a pithy little saying like ‘do not be afraid…” is Jesus addressing the 

uneasy feelings coming up last week’s reading and the bit we’re skipping over and the bit that 

comes next.  Or perhaps Jesus is preparing the people for what we know is going to happen – 

Jesus is going to die. 

“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is God’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” 

Does that fill you with a sense of peace? Or anxiety? Confusion maybe? A little from one 

column and a little from the other? 

I was really taken with something Karoline Lewis shared in a reflection on this text: 

What is it that encapsulates the Kingdom of God for you? What is the one thing 

that if someone asked you about it, you would be able to give witness to your faith 

in God, your belief in the work of Jesus, your confidence in the presence of the 

Spirit? According to Jesus, the possession that reminds you of the meaning of the 

Kingdom of God is your personal faith vocabulary.  What you think about God, 

believe about God, and Jesus, and the Holy Spirit, doesn’t really make a difference 

if you don’t have the language to share it. That which is close to your heart should 

be that which is the easiest to express. Not easy in terms of its complexity, but easy 

because it is so clear to you how much it matters, how much it defines you, how 

much it truly expresses the depths of who you are. (Karoline Lewis, Treasured 

Possessions?) 

It is God’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 

And what we invest ourselves in, how we speak into the world, how we move and breathe and 

live into the world is a reflection of how we see the kingdom of God and of how we understand 

our faith. 

So, despite the reassurance from Jesus that God wants to give us the kingdom, we don’t get to 

sink into a place of inaction.  Our faith compels us and moves us beyond this reassurance of 

God’s good pleasure.  And Jesus tells us the disciples to be ready. 

I don’t know about you, but this bit about those waiting for the owner of the house to return, the 

thief in the unknown hour is a bit uneasy making. “In the first analogy, they knew the lord would 

return and the point was to be on constant readiness for it because the precise time was not 

known. In the second analogy, the thief is the one who comes when the homeowner is not 

expecting it…I guess one legitimate question is whether the coming of the son of man is a) like 

the joyous return of the lord of the house or b) like the regretful coming of a thief in the 

night.” (D. Mark Davis, The Coming of the Lord, or Maybe a Thief) 

I can remember so many cartoons that play on this idea of the Son of Man coming at an hour 

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/livingaholyadventure/2013/08/the-adventurous-lectionary-the-gift-of-an-uneasy-conscience-august-11-2013/
https://www.workingpreacher.org/dear-working-preacher/treasured-possessions-part-two
https://www.workingpreacher.org/dear-working-preacher/treasured-possessions-part-two
https://leftbehindandlovingit.blogspot.com/2013/08/the-coming-of-lord-or-maybe-thief.html
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you don’t know, a sort of works righteousness, always be doing the good Christian thing, 

because God could show up at any time. 

The reality, for me, has become more of a learning that the hour and moment of God’s 

coming may or may not conflict with our other responsibilities in life. That Christ is encouraging 

those with hearts and minds to listen to not let the focus of our days be to worry, seek excess, 

attempt to shore up wealth for a comfortable life, but to look for “God’s realm in and beyond 

our daily responsibilities, and to consider constantly the need to give up certain types of 

security to be faithful to God’s presence in the persons in front of us and across the 

globe.” (Bruce Epperly, The Adventurous Lectionary) 

More specifically, that God’s faithfulness, God’s promise to all of creation is the place to locate 

ourselves time and time again. The treasure of God dwelling among us and living and dying for 

us and sending the Holy Spirit to us and speaking of a return is a promise not of actual time and 

place but about being open to God’s work in the world, when and where we least expect it or 

imagine it to be. 

It is important for Jesus to remind the disciples to not have fear because it brings them all, us 

too, to the beginning. The fear of all the Things takes away from us knowing how God sees 

each one of us.  God’s forgiving and claiming and loving and inviting – telling each one of us 

that everything God created is treasure.  Staying rooted in that, keeping that in our hearts and 

minds, having the words to speak that truth into a world of fear and hurt and worry and pain, 

makes it possible to live faithfully prepared for God’s kingdom. 

And then the resulting actions we take from that are based in compassion, grace, and abiding 

faith. 

Amen.  

 

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/livingaholyadventure/2013/08/the-adventurous-lectionary-the-gift-of-an-uneasy-conscience-august-11-2013/

