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READINGS 

Exodus 32:7-14 

Psalm 51:1-10 

1 Timothy 1:12-17 

Luke 15:1-10 

You can find the readings in NRSV 

and CEB translations by clicking this 

link. 

Sermon image from CBC article. 

Back around Easter of 2020, right at that very beginning point of lockdown where people were 

beginning to realize the fullness of what the lockdown meant, there was this story about a lost 

sheep with a massive fleecy coat.  At the time, it sounded vaguely familiar – somehow reminis-

cent of another lost sheep with another massive fleecy coat.  Apparently sheep get lost more 

often than we think? 

Anyways, Prickles the Tasmanian barefaced merino sheep disappeared during a devastating 

20,000-hectare 2013 bushfire in Tasmania.  Prickles’ owner raises thousands of sheep, and they 

didn’t know one was missing… 

 “…until her father-in-law installed a night vision camera on the property. 

‘He was looking back over the footage and saw this great white, fluffy thing come and 

peer down into the lens,’ she said. 

Then, recently, the family was outside having a barbecue for their son Barclay's sixth 

birthday when Prickles appeared again. 

‘While we were setting up, we looked across a dam and we saw this big round thing on 

the other side of the dam — like, oh my God, I think that is that crazy sheep we saw in 

the video. So we were just having our barbecue lunch when my husband went missing. 

And about 15 minutes later, he called back and he was puffing and panting. … He'd 

trapped the sheep in the corner of a paddock and was lying on it.’ 

It took a group effort to wrangle the massive sheep into the back of the truck and return 

it to the flock, where Gray says she is now settling in nicely. 

‘We have a few turkeys and ducks. She was chasing them around, having a wonderful 
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time. But then she was put in with some sheep, and she now just seems to be part of the 

flock again. They're very comfortable wandering around together, despite the fact she's 

about five times the size of the others.’ (CBC, “Prickles the sheep comes home after 7 

years with 'glorious' unsheared fleece”) 

A few weeks later Prickles was shorn.  The shepherds had decided to host it as a fundraising 

event, letting people make a donation to guess the weight of the wool.  They raised about 

$12,000 to go to the United Nations refugee agency – specifically to help people in refugee 

camps impacted by COVID-19.  And then the UN was going to make something from the wool 

and auction it off to raise more funds. 

A lost sheep – this resilient creature that not only survived the flames but thrived on her own in 

the wilderness for seven years before finally returning home with a massive mound of glorious 

fleece. (CBC, “Prickles the sheep was sheared for 1st time in 7 years, and 'she took it very well’”) 

So, what do a wide sweeping bushfire, a lost sheep, a refugee camp, and COVID have to do 

with the Season of Creation time that we are in? And how does this tie itself to the lessons we 

have for this Sunday? 

The parable of the lost sheep and the parable of the lost coin are some of the shortest parables 

that Jesus’ tells.  And these two stories are like darts thrown at the word bubbles of grumbling 

over the Pharisees’ and the scribes’ heads. 

 This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them. [Luke 15:2, NRSVUE] 

Do you perhaps hear a disdainful and dismissive tone in that sentence? 

Jesus is telling these stories in response to that comment.  A comment of division and gatekeep-

ing and separating people into categories of worthiness. 

And yet, often this very lesson has been used to do the same in our own contexts. 

Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who 

repents. [Luke 15:10, NRSVUE] 

The Rev. Carrie Bail preaches that we’ve used this text to speak of the return of a sinner - it’s an 

easy story to tell, because most can relate pretty easily to being lost. 

“The lost is found, and isn’t that great! We all breathe a huge sigh of relief, we re-

integrate the lost one, and we have a big party, a time of rejoicing. And if we turn 

this parable into an allegory, it seems so straightforward to understand. God is the 

ever-loving, ever-persistent, and ever-merciful seeker who never gives up on any 

one of us creatures. Each one of us is “lost” in our own way. Even the Pharisees, 

Jesus opponents, those who consider themselves to be so good, even they are 

lost, or so Jesus implies. Everyone has gone astray sometime in a bigger or smaller 

way. 

Being rescued as a lost sheep is a very reassuring message in a world where our 

values and institutions seem to be falling apart. What can we count on anymore? 

Can social media replace the connectivity and caring of a church community? 

We all want to be rescued when we need to be. We all want a safe place that 

promises to care for us. In this world so lopsidedly individualistic and selfish, the lost 

sheep feels like the right image for those who have turned their lives 

around.” (Rev. Carrie Bail, “Rejoice with Me”) 

Hear that again: The lost sheep feels like the right image for those who have turned their lives 

around. 
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There are many of us, myself included, who need to know that we are redeemed, we are 

saved, we are forgiven, we are good in the eyes of God – whatever that shame-hole that 

we’ve labelled in ourselves that we want to God to fill.  Somewhere in each of us is a need to 

know that we are that lost but found sheep.  There is something incredibly comforting in that 

message. 

And I want to assure you that God loves you. 

As you are. 

As you come here. 

As you go from here. 

Just you. 

God loves you. 

But that’s not the message that Jesus is sharing in this gospel lesson.  We aren’t the lost sheep or 

the lost coin.  And, I’m not so sure that we are the 99 other sheep or the 9 other coins either. 

I believe that Jesus’ parables are about the kingdom of God, relationship, and wholeness for all 

creation. 

From our place of understanding, and for Prickles’ shepherds, it does not make sense to look for 

that one lost sheep (if you even know that it’s missing), or to put on some grand affair or party 

after finding a lost coin – I mean, I have some precious to me coins at home, and I couldn’t tell 

you where they are at this moment in time.  I know they’re in the house…. In fact, I have a lot of 

things that are precious to me that I lose all the time. Truly, I am known in my household and in 

my extended family for misplacing so many important things at home.  Oddly, I am one of the 

first people to ask if you have misplaced something, however.  I have a knack for knowing 

where other people’s things are.  Regardless, eve if I am turning the house upside down to find 

that most recent really important thing that I. Need. Right. Now… I don’t think that it requires a 

party to celebrate our rediscovery of misplaced things. 

However, when you discover that what Jesus is talking about through these parables is about 

what is holy, perspective shifts away from looking within, and expands.  What Jesus is most spe-

cifically pointing to is that what God wants for all of creation is wholeness.  

As Father Edward Beck says: 

“Inclusion produces a wholeness that overflows into joy, when we let it. We can’t 

help it. We are made for wholeness and inclusion. And whenever we live in that 

state, joy is the result. And when we don’t? War and prejudice and discrimination 

and being lost is the result. “ 

Without the lost sheep or the lost coin, our community is incomplete. 

The sheep’s and coin’s return means restoration for the whole community.  

If I believe that everything that God has ever created bears even the tiniest part of Godself, 

what does it mean for something, someone, anything, anyone to be lost? 

Jesus is telling us that we are invited into what the kingdom of God is doing. In the seeking and 

finding, in growing the circles we find ourselves in bigger and wider, wholeness is restored, and 

holiness is manifest.  

And that deserves rejoicing.  Every single time. Amen. 

2022-09-11 | LECT 24 PENT 14C |REV. ZSÓFI SCHMIEDGE 


