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Amos 8:4-7 

Psalm 113 

1 Timothy 2:1-7 

Luke 16:1-13 
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I have discovered rather quickly that in the years since I’ve been ordained I have not spent 

much time with the text of Year A in our Lectionary Calendar. Since beginning this journey of 

faith with the St Mark’s community, there have been a lot of texts where I have begun my 

sermon mentioning how difficult a text is or how unpleasant a text is.  Something to continue to 

ponder about my relationship with the gospels of John and Luke. 

So, it is from that place that I say that it is far easier to comment and lecture about this Gospel 

lesson than it is to preach it. 

I have read commentaries that run a wide spectrum of opinion and all of them had a nugget 

to glean or teach or criticize or challenge or love. 

One of the more interesting interpretations to me was one that highlighted the problematic 

nature of comparing “loyalty to God with faithfulness to the enslaver/enslaved relationship 

because of the cruelty of enslavement and how it benefits only enslavers.”  The commentator 

went on to say: “It is less troubling that the Lucan Jesus creates a dichotomy between slaving 

(douleuo) for God and for wealth, given that wealth is generally built upon the backs of the 

enslaved, women, the poor, and the oppressed; that wealth for one usually presumes poverty 

for many. The larger the wealth gap in favor of a few, the more people are 

impoverished.” (Mitzi J. Smith, “Commentary on Luke 16:1-13”) 

Which was a healthy reminder to see beyond my own discomfort with the text and learn how 

there are still a number of things I can learn from reading commentaries and other peoples’ 

interpretations of scripture.   

And as tempting as it is to share with you other commentaries and interpretations of the text, it 

wouldn’t be much of an interesting sermon – though it might be an enlightening lecture. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Amos%208%3A4-7%3B%20Psalm%20113%3B%201%20Timothy%202%3A1-7%3B%20Luke%2016%3A1-13&version=NRSVUE;CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Amos%208%3A4-7%3B%20Psalm%20113%3B%201%20Timothy%202%3A1-7%3B%20Luke%2016%3A1-13&version=NRSVUE;CEB
https://unsplash.com/@stri_khedonia?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/debt?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-25-3/commentary-on-luke-161-13-4


 2 

Instead, let me tell you a story. 

At some point during COVID lockdown in 2020, there began to emerge stories of nature 

reclaiming the world of people.  Global greenhouse gas emissions and local air pollution were 

reportedly dropping at phenomenal rates.  Animals, normally outside urban landscapes and 

wary of people, were documented wandering empty city streets. Some enjoying the peaceful 

freedom to do so.  Some scavenging for food sources where their diets relied on a booming 

tourist industry that had dried up.  There were reports of clearer skies and cleaner waters.  

Creation seemed to be collectively breathing in and out in a world less consumed by people. 

It wasn’t necessarily improving damage already done.  At the same time, 2020 still saw 

devasting so-called natural disasters: bushfires in Australia and the west coast of the North 

American continent; the reality of Asian giant hornets (otherwise known as Murder Hornets) 

being discovered outside of their natural habitat; A typhoon, terrible flooding, and a volcanic 

eruption in the Philippines; Earthquakes in Greece and Turkey; Hurricanes and Flash floods 

around the world. 

But the news was generating a hope.  This was a glimpse of how the 

world could heal in a post-fossil fuel world.  Carbon emissions 

plunged about four and a half percent in 2020. 

A new report came out this week with a different kind of news. (see 

image) 

Global emissions have climbed back up and surpassed previous 

years for a new record. (“Greenhouse Emissions Rise to Record, 

Erasing Drop During Pandemic”) And the UN released a dire new 

report this week that said we will continue to see more severe 

weather and more natural disasters that will claim more lives. (“UN 

sums up climate science: world heading in wrong direction”) 

I admit this news sent me into a bit of a talespin.   

Sometimes we want to pull away from the messiness of the world 

and claim the old perspective that we are not of the world, we just 

live in it. And yet, if we, beloved of God, people of faith withdraw from the public sphere, then 

important voices for justice, equity, and peace are often missing. 

So, I did what I do when this kind of thing happens.  I talked to the other staff members in the 

office and asked them how I tie this to Season of Creation and this week’s truly problematic 

and vivid gospel lesson. They had about as few ideas as I did. We might need to start doing a 

weekly bible study together. 

Then, I got out of my writing chair and went home. I took off my shoes. I stood on a wet grassy 

patch in my backyard.  And I breathed. And prayed. And listened. 

Still nothing. 

So I went back to the other lessons. 

Amos is this non-prophet prophet.  A shepherd and a farmer called by God to share a 

message.  And we read in the eighth chapter that Amos is “concerned the poor are being 

cheated out of their share of wheat. Wheat is life—basic provisions given from Earth’s bounty so 

the people may live. To rig the scales in the distribution of wheat is a failure to be faithful 

stewards of the good gifts of creation, resulting in injustice toward one’s neighbors. Social justice 

and environmental stewardship are forever intertwined. To leave people hungry in a land of 

plenty is to commit sin not simply against one’s neighbor but against God, who intends enough 
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https://blogs.imf.org/2022/06/30/greenhouse-emissions-rise-to-record-erasing-drop-during-pandemic/
https://blogs.imf.org/2022/06/30/greenhouse-emissions-rise-to-record-erasing-drop-during-pandemic/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/climate-and-environment/un-sums-up-climate-science-world-heading-in-wrong-direction-1.6067798
https://www.ctvnews.ca/climate-and-environment/un-sums-up-climate-science-world-heading-in-wrong-direction-1.6067798
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for all.” (Sundays and Seasons) 

Commentator Barbara Rossing quoted Martin Luther in her message “‘Many a person thinks 

[they have] God and everything [they need] when [they have] money and property, in them 

[they trust] and of them [they boast] so stubbornly and securely that [they care] for no one. 

Surely such a [person] also has a god — mammon by name, that is, money and possessions — 

on which [they fix their] whole heart. It is the most common idol on earth.” 

Did you see the categories on that chart I showed earlier? From lowest contributors of carbon 

emissions to highest – Households, Transport, Agriculture, Other, Electric Supply, and then 

doubling the span of all the others combined, Manufacturing. 

The world of manufacturing has benefitted at the oppression and harm of so many people.  The 

wealth of a few comes on the backs of so many people, little better than slaves for a system of 

profit through consumption. 

From Amos to Luke, where we learn that the heart and joy of the Gospel message is God’s 

healing of relationships, including economic relationships.  In this reading, at the end of a 

complex parable, Jesus tells the listeners that we cannot be disciples while accumulating 

anything at the expense of anyone else, especially the poor.  Jesus is working within fractured 

social structures and flipping the script back to what is healing, what is healthy, what is whole. 

(Barbara Rossing, “Commentary on Luke 16:1-13”) 

When we gather in this place, not just at the Season of Creation, but each time we gather, we 

get a taste of God’s intention for all creation.  Most especially when we come to the Table, 

prepared with wine and bread.  God gives the growth. We might harvest the grain, mill the 

flour, bake the bread.  But, God gives the growth.  God leads us out from this place to share 

with all who hunger. Body of Christ, Blood of Christ, given for you. Water that quenches all thirst. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

I have no direction to give in understanding.  I encourage you to rest with these words. 

Maybe after the activities of this day are done, go home. Stand on some wet grass. Breathe. 

Pray. Listen. 

Maybe you’ll receive an insight to share. 

I would be happy to listen to what you learn. 

After all: whoever is faithful with very little will also be faithful with much. 

Amen. 
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https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources#resources
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-25-3/commentary-on-luke-161-13-2

